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'kozykabin' teddy artist
Rhonda Lynn Ridgeway manages
to find time to create some
'Handcrafted Hugs' between
raising three children, working as
a Registered Nurse and running
from hockey practices, piano
lessons, soccer, baseball, dance
and guitar lessons.

Situated in Midwestern Ontario, approximately 2 hours north of
Toronto, Rhonda Lynn cherishes strong family support of her teddy
bear hobby and says, "my husband often asks as 1 head to the
basement...'going to make new friends?' All three of my children are
involved; each gives their stamp of approval and helps me name
each bear. My daughter accompanies me to shows and sales and my
husband often assists me in setting up my displays." When asked if
her children have received one her creations, Rhonda Lynn chuckles,
"Tust like peddler's
children with no
shoes... my children
have not yet received |
their own teddy...
someday soon!"

"T began making
teddy bears in 1995 &
when [ created three
family  heirlooms
from my grandfather's
fur coat, when he !
had passed away. & .
Grandma has "sat' beside these teddy bears on several occasions and
still does not know yet what has become of his coat," says Rhonda

Lynn.

Rhonda Lynn creates the teddy bears herself by designing the
patterns, taking apart the coats, lining them with muslin, sewing and
finishing the bear completely. She finds different furs create
challenges for designing patterns such as longer fur lengths always
malke smaller patterns very frustrating to 'turn' and quite often the
faces get 'lost'. Therefore, she says, fur length is a critical factor in
the size of the pattern. The longer the fur, the bigger the bear. Rich
mink will give 2 more youthful appearance to the bear, while older,
scruffy fur coats create an 'elderly' appearance.

Most of Rhonda Lynn's creations are accented with 'Battenburg
Lace' collars that she purchases from a quaint lace store in St Jacob's
Ontario, a Mennonite community. She also creates little dresses,
often from materials from the previous owner of the coat. If
available, the heirloom teddy is dressed in the owner's baptism gown
to add even more charm to the vintage memoir. Vintage mink
collars made from the coat's collar create quite an exquisite look to
a Persian lamb bear wearing peatls and a Victorian hat adorned with

feathers.

Ninety-five percent of Rhonda Lynn's bears are created from
'previously enjoyed' fur coats, the remainder, from English and
German Mohair. She explains, "I prefer to create teddies from fur

coats - creating family heirloom's from 'grandma's' fur coat that
nobody in the family wishes to wear and most of all, nobody wants
to part with. I love to create a special memento for everyone in the
family to enjoy, often adorning the teddy with a personal vintage
item from the previous owner, i.e. lace, scatf, or brooch.

Rhonda Lynn finds fur is messy, however says the results are worth
it because each teddy has it's own individual character, charm and
personality, even when created from the same fur. Adorned with a
surgical mask and wearing a plastic apron to protect her clothing,
Rhonda Lynn says a bruin emetges from her den within 10-138
hours. She finds it challenging working with older fur coats that have
been impropetly stored
over the yeats, furs that are
brittle, or furs with dry
i pelts.
difficult to sew and often

These are very

impossible as the fur tears
when the teddy is being
constructed.

"I prefer to use hand blown
German glass noses as they
add a rich quality to the teddy's face. Embroidered noses wilt often
"tear' the pelt with the repetitive stitches. Always be careful when
trimming around the eves and face for it truly does not grow back!”
advises Rhonda Lynn.

Every one of Rhonda Lynn's teddy bears is unique and she takes'
pride in the quality of her work. "My customers repeatedly
comment on their faces, on how each bear has its own character and
personality, even when three bears have been created from the same
coat, each is an individual. No two are alike. I had converted one
collector of mohair bears. She hadn't found a 'real fur' teddy with
facial features to her liking, and then she purchased two of my bears
immediately upon secing my display at a show."

Rhonda Lynn parts
with this thought
about her Dbear
making  business,
"Instead of old fur
coats hanging in the
back of the closets,
you know the one
that everyone in the
family have forgotten
about but can't part
with, I create cherished
family heirlooms that
can be displayed and
not forgotten. | feel that by creating my bears from previously
enjoyed coats I have restored a previous picce of nature instead of
it going to waste. When I look at my finished bruin, I feel like I've
almost brought it back and it's my way of preserving this gift."

Contact kozykabin, Rlionda Lynn Ridgenay at:
RR#7 Durham, Ontario NOG TR0

Phone: (519) 369-3736

Website: wnm. fogykabin.com

E-mail: ridgepr@dsisp.net
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